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ABSTRACT

A tree cannot make a forest. You cannot avoid borrowing ideas to write your paper and theses.
You do so by quoting directly from books or articles or by paraphrasing. Such materials should
be properly quoted and acknowledged in footnote to avoid plagiarism. This study is set to assess
the use of bibliographic citation in Academic Research : A case study of Undergraduate Project
Writing in selected Colleges. The study adopt descriptive survey method to collect data through
questionnaires. The data were analysed, suggestions were made and conclusion were drawn.

Keywords: Bibliographic Citation, Research, Undergraduate project and College.
INTRODUCTION

Writing in academic context may perhaps be the most difficult task you can be called upon to do
in an higher institution of learning. This is because writing involves the need to enquire, investigate
or draw up a survey thereby finding solutions to problems and thinking through problems.
Sometimes, many students fail examination because their writing is scanty, undeveloped and
unrelated to the topics given. However, one cannot write in isolation when it comes to academic
work. The students and researchers have the privilege to borrow other scholars ideas and in the
end, acknowledge such scholars. This study assess the use of bibliographic citation in Academic
writings.

OBJECTIVES

The main aim of this study is to assess the use of bibliographic citation in Academic Research
work of undergraduate students in selected Colleges. Specifically, this work is aimed at:

A. To know if students recognise reference sources for collecting various information needed in
project writings.

B. To know if students display ability in writing references both within the text and in the
bibliography area.
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C. To know if students adopt the right referencing styles while documenting the reference sources
as citations or ideas used in their papers or theses.

CONCEPTUAL LITERATURE REVIEW
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Olabisi (1999) see bibliography "as a type of reference books which identifies or list various types
of publications i.e. list of books, journal articles, patents, thesis etc. that seek out, transcribe and
classify all printed documents in order to construct tools for intellectual work™. Bibliography is a
list of sources such as books and journal from which you can get useful materials to write a paper.

In other words, Aboyade and Aboyade, (1968) coined "Citation as a way of showing appreciation
to authors for using their creative work to support a research work™. That is, bibliographic citation
is a reference that enables a researcher acknowledged the various sources of information used in
preparing a particular work. Therefore, it is customary to look carefully at how other authors' words
and ideas are used then make a full reference to them at the end. Failure to do this amounts to
plagiarism i.e. copying another person's ideas and pretending it is yours. In addition, they itemized
benefits of bibliographic citation to include the following:

e It allows readers to verify the quality of the sources used i.e. the readers may refer to
the quoted work for confirmation and further studies.
e |t guides against academic fraud, theft and plagiarism (copying without giving credit
to the work of other authors) used. This amounts to intellectual cheat or theft.
e |t builds authority as well as credibility to the research work when other authors are
acknowledged.
e Proper acknowledgement shows the link among scholars in scholarly works.
In academic context, there are rules in writing bibliography and references. The first step in writing
acknowledgement is to place the borrowed material in quotation Mark, then put an Arabic number
after the mark. Here is a sample below

Philips suggest that **parts of the city have remained untouched by the influences of modern
life"1

The above sample is an example of in-text citation style. While another way of documentation is
at the end reference usually known as footnote. A sample is below:
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1. Patrick Philips, A Brief Guide to Rome ( london: Spire press, 2001) p.36

In the above sample, the list is arranged in alphabetical order with the author's surname coming
first. There are three entry access point namely

e Author's name
e Thettitle
e Facts of publication

RESEARCH

Research is a careful study of a subject, especially in order to discover new facts or information
about it e.g a research project (Hornby, 2016). Work that tries to find new products and processes
or to improve existing ones and try to discover new facts about it. In the same vein the department
of Education Western Sydney (2023) defines research "as the creation of new knowledge and/ or
the use of existing knowledge in a new and creative way So as to generate new concepts,
methodology and understanding”. This could include synthesis and analysis of previous research
to the extent that it leads to new and creative outcomes.

UNDERGRADUATE PROJECT

This means "work of a special nature outside the normal curriculum of undergraduate course "
(Steed, 1961). In addition, Ekwenze (2011) defines Student project as an academic assignment (or
research) undertaken by a student towards the completion of his academic pursuit of a first degree
as stated in his first degree curriculum. The above study suggest that "to identify each student
capability, topics should not be assigned to students collectively... uniformity in writing style
should always be advocated and rewarded. Undergraduate project is an undertaken usually at the
last lap of students programme depending on the choice of course or academic pursuit/ career. It
usually carry about six (6) credit load in the syllabus of the final year class. Therefore, students
should pay attention to their project work and endeavour to show originality.

In support of this current study, the cited researchers believe that writing in full all the books used
or referred to in any research work or project will make the work clumsy and consume a lot of
time to complete apart from being costly. Therefore, they suggest three commonly used methods
or style of documenting books and articles in research papers
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A. Classic

B. MLA ( Modern Language Association of America)

C. Triple entry

Each of this style appear to be a modification of the other.
APPRAISAL TO LITERATURE REVIEW

This study has reviewed related literatures on bibliographic citation in Academic writing. From
the findings of the previous scholars, the researchers tried to justify the topic.

METHODOLOGY

This part described the method adopted in this study. The description includes; the research design,
population of the study, sample and sampling procedures, instrumentation, data collection
procedures and data analysis procedures.

RESEARCH DESIGN

This study adopted descriptive survey research method. This method grant the researchers an
opportunity to observe and examine everything pertaining to the study. This study randomly
adopted undergraduate project works from four selected Colleges.

POPULATION OF THE STUDY

A sample of 100 respondents were drawn from the four selected Colleges. The data was extracted
by questionnaire designed for the purpose. It had two sections, the first part collected information
on knowledge of reference sources to be cited and the second part focused on proper
documentation of the reference sources in their papers and thesis.

SAMPLING PROCEDURES

This study adopted a simple random sampling technique to select respondents because it gives
every respondent in the population an equal chance of being selected.

INSTRUMENTATION

This study adopted questionnaire for data collection. The questionnaire was divided into five parts
as follow: section A- Respondents bio-data, section B- Types of reference materials, section C-
Citation styles and usage, section D- user satisfaction with the citation style, section E- Problem
that hinders students from using reference sources in their research works.
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DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURE

The administration of questionnaire was done by the researchers with the help of a trained research
assistant in the selected Colleges. The questionnaire was administered when the students were on
session because this is when they would be reached.

DATA ANALYSIS PROCEDURE

The data collected was analysed using Microsoft excel and Statistical package for social science
(SPSS) including simple percentage and frequency count.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

DATA collected were coded in Microsoft excel and SPSS package. During coding, responses to
strongly agree were coded 1, Agree as 2, Undecided as 3, Disagree as 4 and strongly disagree as
5. The mean was interpreted as follows: 1-1.79 is strongly agree, 1.8- 2.59 is Agree, 2.6- 3.39 is
undecided, 3.4 - 4.19 is disagree and 4.2 - 5 is strongly disagree.

Table 1.1 Respondents demographic information

Variable Option Frequency Percentage %
Gender Male 52 59.8

Female 35 40.2

Total 87 100.0
Age Below 20 2 2.3

21-25 53 60.9

26 - 30 31 35.6

31 above 1 1.1

Total 87 100.0

From Table 1.1 a total of 87respondents were sampled where 52 were male and 35 females (40%).
Also, it gives detailed demographic information of respondents. Majority of the respondents were
in the age 21 - 25years with 60 .9 %. Thus, A large proportion of the sample were in their youthful
age.
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Table 1.2 Response on familiarity with reference sources

Response Frequency Percentage %
Yes 24 80.0

No 6 20.0

Total 30 100.0

As observed from the table above 24 (80 %) were familiar with reference sources while 6 (20%)
were not aware of them as sources used in project writing.

Table 1.3 Response on types of reference sources available to students

Reference sources Frequency Percentage %
Primary sources 13 14.9
Secondary sources 48 55.2

Tertiary sources 26 29.9

Total 87 100.0

From table 1.3 above 13 (14.9 %) primary sources were used by students, secondary sources has
the largest usage with 48 (55.2 %) and 26 tertiary sources with 29.9 % were available to students

during research writing.
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Table 1.4 Response on styles of citing reference sources in research work

Citation styles Frequency Percentage %
APA 48 55.2

MLA 26 29.9
CHICAGO 2 2.3
HARVARD 11 12.6
TURBAN - -

TOTAL 87 100.0

From table 1.4 above, APA citation style is mostly used among researchers with 48 (55.2 %) while

turban reference styles was not adopted by students during research.

Table 1.5 Summary on opinion of students on satisfaction with APA citation style

Opinions Frequency Mean Standard Interpretation
deviation

Easy to use 87 2.00 0.876 Strongly agree

Generally 85 1.76 0.770 Agree

accepted

User friendly | 87 2.00 0.876 Agree

Can not be Out | 85 1.76 0.770 Agree

dated

Difficult to 86 1.95 1.312 Undecided

understand

From the table 1.5 above, the uncommon phenomenon is "Undecided" with 86 percent, 1.95
mean and 1.312 standard deviation. Thus, the students adopted APA citation style because it is
easy to use, can not be out dated and it is generally accepted by scholars in the field of research.
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SUMMARY

The result revealed different reference sources mainly used for undergraduate research works to
include primary sources, secondary sources and tertiary reference sources. This was in accordance
with the findings of Aboyade and Aboyade (1968) "A student Companion to the Library".

In addition, the result revealed that undergraduate students prefer the APA citation style of
reporting borrowed ideas and opinions. This is in line with the study conducted by Ekwenze
(2011) "Project work by students for first degree: An appraisal. The researcher revealed that one
citation style is a modification of the other and research topics should be allocated to students
individually. Also, uniformity in writing style should be advocated and credible researchers should
be rewarded to encourage others.

CONCLUSION

From the findings, most students recognise reference sources for research work however, very few
are unaware of important materials to adopt for their research topics. Therefore, there should be
constant training and retraining of students in area of research and referencing styles to use for
research in our Colleges. Also students should be trained on how to report borrowed ideas and
opinions properly.

Further more, it is the responsibility of supervisors to reduce plagiarism and piracy among students
by cross checking project works for originality.

Finally, the academic institutions should create a way of checking the project works for proper
documentation of sources of reference to encourage young researchers in the area of research
works.
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